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happen. I am just surprised that they
were believing QAnon. I didn’t know
anybody on our side who believed
QAnon, but apparently the Speaker
and the majority leader were concerned
that QAnon knew what he or she or
they, whatever it is, were talking
about. So we called off Congress—they
called off Congress last Thursday.

So we are hoping that as they see
that their beliefs and their concerns
are being assuaged, the acting chief of
the Capitol Police has confirmed there
is no Member of Congress who is a
threat to another Member of Congress,
no intel from any source that indicates
that. I have had friends across the aisle
say, well, LAUREN BOEBERT talked
about wanting to bring a gun on the
floor, and that is scary.
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Well, that is also a testimony that
firearms can be the great equalizer.
Lauren tells me she is five foot exactly,
so that should reaffirm if she has got
people in this body that are concerned
about her, it is not because of her five
foot status, it is because sometimes she
has a firearm with her, and it truly is
the great equalizer.

And I don’t hear a lot of people talk-
ing about the number of lives that are
saved by law-abiding citizens that have
firearms and prevent crimes.

Madam Speaker, I see my time is ex-
piring. I yield back the balance of my
time.

———

THE CURRENT ISSUE AT THE
BORDER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
GROTHMAN) for 30 minutes.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to speak one more time
about the current issue at the border.

We have gone from a situation in
which 1 year ago at this time there
were 36,000 confrontations at the bor-
der to last February 100,000 encounters
at the border.

In addition to a three-fold increase,
there has been a corresponding in-
crease in unaccompanied children at
the border.

How did this happen? There are sev-
eral policies that should be re-
instituted immediately.

First of all, prior to President Trump
being sworn in, we had a policy in
which the Mexican Government was
keeping people on their side of the bor-
der pending an asylum hearing. We
have now undone that policy, which
does three things:

First of all, new people arriving at
the border are escorted into the United
States and sent somewhere inland.

Secondly, people who have been wait-
ing on the Mexican side of the border
are coming across.

And thirdly, you are sending the
message around the world that the
United States is not enforcing their
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immigration laws the way they are in-
tended to be enforced. The word gets
out, be it in Central America, be it in
Mexico, be it in Asia, be it in Bragzil,
the United States is inviting people in.
And with that situation comes the
three-fold increase.

Jeh Johnson, the Secretary of Home-
land Security under President Obama
said at one time that 1,000 encounters a
day at the southern border was a bad
number. We now have three times what
was considered a bad number under
Barack Obama.

The next thing we are doing is, we
are getting rid of the agreements we
had in Central America. President
Trump maybe tweeted too much, but
he engaged in negotiations with Guate-
mala, El Salvador, and Honduras so
that people stayed down there, rather
than coming through Mexico to the
United States. He did it, to a certain
extent, with the carrot and stick of for-
eign aid which the United States had
sent to those countries. That policy
has also changed. And with the change
in that policy people are streaming up
through Central America.

Again, from year to year there has
been a 61 percent increase in unaccom-
panied children. People purport to say
that they care about children being
separated from their parents. Well,
when you have more and more unac-
companied children showing up at the
border, what do you think that means?
These children inevitably are going to
wind up separated from their parents,
keeping families apart.

I should point out, by the way, an-
other thing that I am told bothers Cen-
tral American countries. In this coun-
try in an effort to sometimes keep a
child with both parents, if the parents
don’t get along that well, courts make
an effort to keep both parents in the
same region.

I am told that the Central American
countries do not like the fact that the
United States sometimes will take
children with even one parent, leaving
the other parent behind. I think it
would be better if we improved our re-
lationship with those countries by try-
ing to keep children with both parents.

Other things that have been done is,
sadly, we stopped the border wall con-
struction. When I was down at the bor-
der we learned, with regard to the bor-
der wall, it takes four or five agents to
man 2 miles of the old wall, which was
sometimes little more than minor fenc-
ing. Now, with the new wall we need
one Border Patrol agent for 2 miles, so
there is a substantial savings there, as
well.

The catch and release policies are
back, and with it a crisis is coming.
America has to apply more pressure or
tell the Biden administration, please,
there is a reason why we have tripled
the number of people, the number of
encounters our Border Patrol is having
today compared to this time last year.
It is the policies that have been imple-
mented in the first month and a half of
the Biden administration.
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Please, President Biden, go back to
the old policies in which people are
held on the southern border and people
can get a good hearing on their asylum
claims, rather than creating a system
in which, as a practical matter, people
come here illegally and wind up just
blending into the background.

It is unfair to the people who are try-
ing to access our country legally that
people are coming here illegally and
skipping ahead of them. Inevitably, as
we take people without vetting them,
we are getting a given number of peo-
ple taking advantage of our benefits,
and we are getting a number of people
who are sneaking illegal drugs across
the southern border.

So, again, we have sent letters to
President Biden, and I please ask him
to respond to these letters and let the
American public know: What is your
plan to stop 100,000 people a month
coming across the border before that
100,000 becomes 200,000 or 300,000?

And it will become 200,000 or 300,000
because people around the world are
watching the President, and if the
President continues to make it clear he
does not intend to enforce the border,
people from all around the world will
be coming here.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

————

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 5(a)(1)(B) of House Reso-
lution 8, the House stands adjourned
until 10:30 a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon (at 3 o’clock and 22 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Fri-
day, March 12, 2021, at 10:30 a.m.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-565. A letter from the OSD Federal Reg-
ister Liaison Officer, Department of Defense,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Sup-
plement: Covered Defense Telecommuni-
cations Equipment or Services (DFARS Case
2018-D022) [Docket: DARS-2019-0063] (RIN:
0750-AJ84) received February 25, 2021, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Armed Services.

EC-566. A letter from the OSD Federal Reg-
ister Liaison Officer, Department of Trans-
portation, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Defense Federal Acquisition
Regulation Supplement: Repeal of DFARS
Clause ‘‘Tariff Information” (DFARS Case
2018-D044) [Docket: DARS-2019-0031] (RIN:
0750-AK07) received February 25, 2021, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Armed Services.

EC-567. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration, Department
of Health and Human Services, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Confiden-
tiality of Substance Use Disorder Patient
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